THE FREEMASONS'
| GRAND CHARITY

Information Release
26 October 2009

£25,000 FOR TORRENTIAL RAIN AND FLASH FLOOD VICTIMS IN SOUTHERN
INDIA

The President of The Freemasons’ Grand Charity has approved an emergency grant
of £25,000 to Save the Children, following the Kirshna River bursting its banks
flooding 5 districts in India. The grant will help 20 of the worst affected villages in
Southern India by providing them with essential and life-saving relief, as many
families were unable to salvage even basic hygiene materials, cooking utensils or dry

clothes.

To date, nearly two million people have been affected by the severe flooding which
has caused destruction to homes, agricultural land and livelihoods. Tragically, the
disaster has claimed over 300 lives and more than 70,000 homes have been
severely damaged, resulting in half a million people being displaced to relief camps in

Andhra Pradesh and a further 650,000 people are in temporary shelter in Karnataka.

The money given to Save the Children will supply 30,000 people with use of water
pumps, household kits, educational kits and child friendly spaces where children can
go to receive a meal each day and access clean water. There is particular concern
that the 800,000 and more children affected are vulnerable to malnutrition and

waterborne illnesses which could easily increase the death toll.

Visit The Freemasons’ Grand Charity website at www.grandcharity.org

For further information contact Katrina Baker on 020 7395 9314 or Natasha
Treweek on 020 7395 9394
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